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the spot where the body had been found, led to the discovery of the clothes of the deceased lying near a pool in a neighbouring stream, and of the footprints of a tiger The case was ultimately established as one of death by a tiger, which, after killing the man where he was about to bathe, had dragged the body for some little distance, and no doubt intended to make a meal of it later. The fact that these men had found the body and interfered with it had probably roused the suspicion of the tiger, which, with the natural shyness of its kind, abstained from further concern with it The end of the case was the punishment of the police officers concerned for having induced a false confession In a way, one was sorry for them They were zealous officers, and there was little doubt in our minds that they really did believe in the guilt of these two unfortunate countrymen ; but they had deliberately, by false statements as to the probable action of Government, led these men to make a confession whereby their lives were impeiilled.
This was by no means an exceptional case I have in mind the recollection of several cases which occurred later, in which the innocence of a person who had made a confession under similar inducements was clearly established. I remember the case of one poor woman, convicted, on her own confession, of killing her new-born child, being released by order of the Chief Commissioner on account of the fact that a child was born to her in the jail while she was awaiting the confirmation, or (not improbably) the commutation, of the death sentence by the Judicial Commissioner
The personal experience which I had with Rattan Singh was very early in my service, and made a deep impression on my mind which has never passed away. It has often led me to insist on careful local inquiry by thoroughly trustworthy officers in such cases; and it was many such cases, which were brought to our notice on the Police Commission, which led us to insist on investigations being conducted by officers on whose judgment and integrity some reliance